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Portland. Head north from Portland and tum right to 
go to Warrnambool. 

Travel past the Codrington wind generators and you 
come across the hamlet of Yambuk. Here you will 
find a magnificent 2 storey bluestonc pub . Bloody 
magnificent venue. Stop for a beer and say 'Hi' to the 
publican, Rob Evans, or his staff member Samara. 
Great hospitality and the beer is cold. Meals arc very 
well priced and better than the average isolated pub . 
Say 'Hi' to me also if you are there on a Saturday PM 
or Sunday PM. 

18 kms later you will find Port Fairy. Nice place to 
visit and plenty of accommodation options. Great fish 
and chips on the wharf. 

23 kms later is Warrnambool. Big town, approx 
30,000 people, lots of shopping and general retail. 
Home of Roe's Motorcycles, which sells KTM, Honda 
and Suzuki. Their sales have increased signi ficantly 
since August! 

Follow the main highway through Warrnambool and 
you will come across a sign to Allansford. This will 
take you to the start of the GOR. 

A word of warning to all riders, particularly sports bike 
riders and those with limited experience. The main 
roads in SW Victoria are a disgrace. They are full of 
potholes and repair patches that are uneven. There are 
wheel ruts in the road that are full of repair patches and 
these can, and do, appear right on significant sweeping 
bends. I recently met a CBR I000 rider who had 
scratches all down one side of the bike. He told me he 
had lost it on a bend full of repairs . The back end just 
skipped out on him. Be careful. 

Another hint to all riders regardless of what, when, or 
how you ride. The members of the local state taxation 
unit are everywhere in this comer of Victoria. 
Particularly anything that leads to the GOR. They will 
use highway patrol cars and unmarked cars. Speed 
cameras are also prolific. You will see a random car 
on the side of the road. He wants to take your picture! 
Slow down when you pass any vehicle on the side of 
the road. They use all types of cars for cameras. 

On a sad note, Victoria recently lost II riders and 
passengers in the month of October alone. Most 
appear to be rider error of some SOli . Please take it 
easy if you are coming down here . 

SA SCOOTER CLUB NEWS Rene Borst 

The MRASA's SA Scooter Club exists to cater for 
those of us who prefer scooters to motorcycles but with 
the same level of enthusiasm for riding in groups on a 

In November we headed for the hills and found our 
way to Lobethal and Mt Torrens. 

In December the Scooter Club participated in the 
annual Toy Run which is always enjoyed by all for the 
camaraderie, the ride , and whole atmosphere that is the 
Toy Run. We did not experience any difficulties until 
the Hahndorf exit. Once at the oval we mingled, 
participated in activities and left feeling good. 
Towards the end of December and halfway into 
January, one of our intrepid adventurers travelled to 
Melbourne and back on his Hyosung 50cc scooter. 

Photo courtesy Rene 

The full story, accompanied by interesting photos, 
makes good reading and can be found on his blog: 
http://scooterodysscy.blogspotcom/2010/12/day-l­
wind-weather-and-somcthing-else.html 

Our January ride was well-attended and led by Dr Phil,
 
and concluded at Mawson Lakes.
 

In February we participated in the Ridden-On Ride.
 
We held our commemoration at Christies Beach and
 
afterwards headed to Mcl.aren Vale for lunch and a
 
visit to the chocolate factory (Medlow Robern Menz).
 

The Scooter Club has become a great source of
 
valuable information for anyone looking to buy a
 
scooter, new or used, due to the variety of machines
 
within the club membership. This enables people to
 
obtain factual information as opposed to sales spin.
 

So, for those wishing to explore the world of scooters
 
in and around Adelaide, you can visit us on the forum,
 
the website or come and join us on a run . All arc
 
welcome ©. The Scooter Club conducts a run on the
 
third Sunday of each month. Details of our runs are
 
available on our forum under Scooter Ride Calendar or
 
on the main MRASA website.
 

We had our AGM on Sunday zo" March 2011. The
 
following are our office holders : Marrie Jongenecl ­

Club Coordinator; Rene Borst - Ride Coordinator;
 
Phil Creer ~ Ride Coordinator; Frank DeFrancesco ­

Ride Coordinator.
 

Our next ride is the 1t h April, destination unknown.
 
We will decide as it gets closer.
 
Contacts: Rene Borst 0407 505 506; Marrie Jongeneel
 
0402 086 643. scooter@mrasa.asn.au
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VIETNAM RIDER Part 1 by Neville Gray 

Seventeen Adelaide based motorcyclists had the pleasure 
of riding around North Vietnam in November - the 
memories will be with us forever as it was a fabulous trip. 

'old school', with the need to 

You may remember that Top Gear visited Vietnam a 
couple of years ago and that particular episode had me 
thinkinzb that I too would like to do this. I happened to 
mention this at a Club meeting and 30 or so very 
interested people also liked the idea. After a short Internet 
search we settled on a reputable company in Vietnam to 
organise the tour including the hiring of bikes, motel 
bookings, back-up bus for those who did not ride, two 
mechanics , the ride leader and general itinerary for a 13­
day tour of North Vietnam. mix two stroke oil with the petrol 

- they didn 't even have a speedo! 
The total cost came to US$I 040 per We all dodged them in the 
rider and US$650 per person in the morning as we had a pre­
bus. This equated to US$69 per day arranged agreement to ride each 
for the 15 days we were there - a bike in rotation but by the end of 
true bargain which was further the trip we all had grown to like 
value-added when the Aussie dollar the little buggers as they had the 
reached parity! The airfare via softest seat and handled the 
Kuala Lumpur was AUS$IIOO to really crappy roads the best.
Hanoi which tempered our enthusiasm somewhat. 

By the time we left Adelaide on 4/11/2010 our numbers 
had dropped to 17. After an uneventful trip to Hanoi 
including an overnight stay at Kuala Lumpur , we arrived 
keen and eager to get amongst the traffic. Little did we 
know what was in store for us. 

We were met by Nam and ushered into two buses for the 
inaugural indoctrination to life on the roads in Vietnam. 
First thought: "There are no road rules in Vietnam," 
which was still the thought at the end of the tour. Bikes, 
which comprise 95% of the traffic were everywhere and 
darted here and there in no particular pattern. Generally 
they stuck to the right of the carriageway, but many riders 
thought this was just an option and battled their way 
against the oncoming traffic anyway! Double lines mean 
nothing and are a waste of paint - we soon learnt to 
ignore them when stuck behind a slow-moving vehicle. 
Helmets are mandatory in Vietnam and this move has 
seen the motorcycle road toll decrease by 50%, however 
20% of riders still ignore the law. 

We arrived at our hotel in the Old Quarters in central 
Hanoi, the theory being that we would not ride in the city 
as it was deemed just too adventurous for us at this tender 
stage of the trip. We battled on foot that night against the 
hoards of bikes to get to the cafe for our first Vietnamese 
meal, the food we were to enjoy for the rest of the trip. 
At one particular intersection, four heavily trafficked 
roads all came together and we just stood there in 
amazement as hundreds of small motorcycles came 
together and shot out of the cauldron to their chosen 
destination. It was like watching a washing machine full 
of socks - no road rage, no yelling, no collisions, no little 
niles of elass. iust a smooth transition for all narticinants 

Next morning we were taken out of the city to be 
introduced to our bikes which were to be ours for the 
comins 13 days. All bikes in Vietnam must be under 
175cc~nd we soon found out why. The speed limits all 
across the country are 50 kph and to exceed this was 
often impossible because of the traffic density and the 
crappy road surfaces. So 125cc bikes were more than 
adequate and we grew to like these little meanies a lot 
during the next two weeks. We scored five Yamaha YB.R 
125cc's, a commuter type of bike we do not see III 

Australia, five Honda Neo scooters and the most 
controversial of the lot, five Russian-made Minsk 125cc 
bikes. These were refugees from the American war and 
closely resembled the BSA Bantam. They were certainly 

After a short introductory zip around the car park we 
were off on our 2000 krn adventure. 

We thought that riding on the opposite side of the road 
would test us the most but seeing that we were literally 
just following the leader, this came almost naturally. We 
soon began to know what was needed to make safe 
passage through the mayhem on the roads. 'Expect the 
unexpected' became our mantra - bikes just zoomed into 
our pathway from all directions, the riders oblivious of 
other road users. Animals sauntered around - we did not 
mind the chooks but the water buffalo were a concern as 
they certainly had a huge presence . In one incident, a 
rider glanced off the side of a buffalo, just missing those 
huge horns with the following rider braking heavily and 
hitting head height into the animal's rear end. Luckily we 
did not have to pull the lady rider's head from the 'dark 
area' under the tail. Many more hits were recorded on 
the trip with dogs, chooks, geese and more all going 
under our wheels. One rider hit a policeman and after a 
long debate all left on good terms with the obligatory 
bribe accepted. 

We were advised to take our Australian licences as 
International licences are not accepted in Vietnam, the 
only country in the world to not do so. "If you are pulled 
over, leave the negotiations to me" said Nam our Leader. 
One thing we all did was to don our green fluoro vests for 
the trip and what a great idea this turned out to be. Not 
only could we see where the other riders were away 
ahead of us, but the kids all thought we looked funny and 
cheered us wildly as we passed. We thought they were 
cheering anyway but probably they were saying 
something along the lines of rAussie wankers", 
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MRA COMMITTEE 
Presid ent - Peter Moun t 0414399 000 
Vice President - Neville Gray 0416050 189 
Sec retary - Phil McC lelland 0408607788 
Treasurer - Ange la McClelland 0428 887 751 
Membersh ip - Rene Borst 040 7 505 506 
Road Safety - Nevill e Gray 0416050 189 
Publ ici ty - Phil Me C lelland 0408607 788 
Stoc k Contro ller - Sea n Beam es 0430 018 572 
Centresta nd Editor ­ Peter Mo unt 04 14 399000 
Min utes Sec retary - Liv And ersen 04 15 4 12 26 7 
Register Liaiso n ­ Phil McClellan d 0408607 788 
SAMRATS Coordinator - Ken King 040 I 866 037 
To y Run Coo rdinator - Harald Lindema nn 0421 289 714 
4B's Coordinator - Phil Me Clelland 040 8 607788 
Publi c Officer - Peter Moun t 04 14399000 
SA Scoo ter Squad Coo rd - Marrie Jongeneel 040 2086 64 3 
Webm aster - Frank De-Ruiter webm aster({vmrasa.asn.au 

Mid - North Register Committee 
President - Stuart 'Toot' Bunn ett (08) 8636 2689 
Vice-President - Jackie O' Rei lly (08) 8668 4245 
Secretary - Greg Steve ns (08) 8865 2285 
Treasur er - Barry Stonema n (08) 8825 306 5 

MRA Mid-North PO Box 37 Snow town SA 5520 

South - East Register Committee 
President - George Osis 0409 359862 (08) 873 5 6 109 
Vice- President - Jane Thomson 0418826 194 

Sec reta ry - Ellen Koenn ecke (08) 8765 1030 
Ema il koe nneckef@b igpond.com 

T reasurer - Andrew 'Crazi' Butler 0427 249 779 
Public Relat ions SA-
Public Relations Vic - Turbo 0427 2 14 180 
Rally Coordinator - Andrew ' Crazi' Butler 0427 249 779 
Com mittee Members: Frank Koenn ekke, Steve Trem bath 

MR ASA So uth-East PO Box 909 Millicent SA 5280 

DISCOUNTS 
Boltons Kawa sak i 10% 
Bridge land Motorcycles discount on request 
GC Motorcycles $5 on tyres 
GP Motorcycl es 10% parts /ace 
Honda World 10% parts /ac e 
Pitrnans Motorcycles discount on request 
Redlin e Exhausts discoun t on request 
Red Lion Motorcycles discoun t negoti able 
Shannons Insuran ce club discount ava ilable 
Vic tor Motorcycles 10% parts/ace 
Yama ha World discount on request 

Please support these shops. as they support our members. 
Don't forge t to show yo ur membership card when requesting 
discounts. 
Note: Discounts a re not given on specia ls or with othe r 
d iscounts at most bus inesses so check before paying. Other 
co nditions may also app ly. 
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