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IT'S NOT JUST YOUR BIKE
 

WE SAFEGUARD,
 

IT'S YOUR 'li~i.~;L~. 
With decades of experience and understanding your specific Named Rider, Reduced Usage and Good Rider Guidelines 

needs, we have set new industry standards to supply you better applicable. Where the grading process includes the bike, it is now 

and more cost effective Motorcycle insurance. toward the specific models, not merely the CC rating. 

Motorcycle insurance is now easier and more affordable with our The Western QBE Selective Approach makes it abundantly clear, 

new and logical format, which highlights the rider. By not we want to reward good riders with better cost-efficient 

focusing merely on the bike, we now offer substantial deductions insurance, it's what you deserve 

of up to 60% No Claim discount, with additional cost savings for 

We want you, the rider, to fully understand your policy and have written the program in plain English to easily explain the 
new features, policy formats and premium discounts, which include; 

• Motor car & Company no-claim bonus transferable to your bike policy (full bike license necessary) 

• No-claim bonus & ratings transferred from alternative insurance company 

• New bike replacement extended to 2 years 

• No-claim discounts extended to 60% 

• Agreed value or market value options 

• Good rider guidelines & discounts 

• Advanced rider discount 

• Reduced usage discount 

• Named rider discounts 

FREE CALL 
1800243464 

Call 18002434 fl4 or YOU!' authorised Western QUE dealer tod.l\, inform the operator of vour 
requin'l11ents and ask ahout ~our disfOilllls. . 
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EDITORIAL 

A review of recent media items regarding motorcycling shows that most of 
the attention has been negative. Most are about motorcyclists outrageously 
speeding and being involved in accidents although we are Oill own worst 
enemy sometimes when we have riders out there who do all they can to give 
us a bad name by actively promoting street racing. Matt of www.idiot fame, 
front page of the Advertiser 6/2/99, may find out soon enough that the road 
may end where he least expects it. Let's hope he doesn't take some of us 
with him. There are clubs around that cater for people who want the thrill of 
high speed fanging - on a controlled circuit without endangering other road 
users (see June CS) and they provide training which will make you a better 
rider on the road. Try them. On the other side, bouquets to Emma Tom of 
the Australian for her insightful and amusing exposes of two wheel politik. 
She reminds us to operate in the real world while poking deserved fun at 
some of our biker habits. Also thanks to the Australian for unashamedly 
promoting Mick Doohan for 1998 Australian of the Year (He didn't get it). 

Keep the hard bits and soft bits separate, Harald 
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MRASANOTES
 
MRARAFFLE 
•	 Along with this issue of Centrestand you wi II 

have received a book of five tickets to the MRA 
1999 Raffle. The prize is a framed, limited 
edition poster of Mick Doohan on the charge 
and includes a listing of his GP wins to the end 
of 1997. See the picture on page 5. The value 
of the prize is $200 and would be highly valued 
by any motorcyclist lucky enough to have it 
hanging on their wall. 

The tickets are $2 each. Buy them all yourself 
or sell them to friends. Either way retum the 
stubs and money to the MRA so that you can be 
in the draw which will be held at our General 
Meeting on 26th July at the Govemor 
Hindmarsh Hotel. No hassle if you don't want 
them, just send them back. Conversley, ring us 
if you want extra books. 

This raffle is a fund raiser for the MRA and if it 
is successful than we will do another, making 
sure that we find another suitable biker friendly 
prize of course. 

University Road Safety Accident Research Unit. 
The MRA has been named in the brief as one of 
the organisations to be consulted in the study 
which will be in two parts; BC Tonkin will do a 
study of the road factors which affect riding 
behaviour while the AURARU will conduct on 
site interviews to ascertain rider attitudes and 
behaviour with the road. 

The MRA has agreed to solicit volunteers from 
amongst its members to be involved in the study 
and you are invited to let us know if you want to 
be part of it. The first part involved taking the 
researchers for rides up and down the Gorge 
Road and post ride interviews. That has already 
been done and was considered worthwhile by all 
concerned. We are also organising a discussion 
group to talk about this particular stretch of 
highway. This will be held fairly soon. 

Call or e-mail the MRA if you are interested 
giving us your phone number, bike details and if 
you are familiar with the Gorge Road. The 
MRA will be recieving a donation of $200 from 
EC Tonkin for helping to coordinate this part of 
the study. 

To view a summary of the audit brief, visit our 
Web Site. 

LOST PROPERTY 

FOUND: 

Gear Sack containing Leather Jacket with MRA
 
insignia and keys. Found on the Murray Bridge­

Wellington Road early-mid February.
 
If this is yours then call Barbara McKenna on
 
8572 3038 to identify and claim it.
 

GREAT ESCAPE RALLY 
•	 See you there April 24 - 25. Details on page 16. 

GORGE ROAD SAFETY AUDIT 
•	 Transport SA has commissioned a study ofthe 

Gorge Road specifically to identify road and 
rider factors which may be addressed to make 
this particular road environment safer for 
motorcyclists. The study will be undertaken by 
the company BC Tonkin and the Adelaide 

INSURANCE DISCOUNTS 
•	 After doing some checking we have found that 

the two major bike insurers Westem QBE and 
Swann Insurance are no longer providing club 
member discounts. This has been the case for 
some time now, the companies preferring to 
concentrate on competitive pricing than on 
discounting. So for the best price the answer is, 
as with many things, to shop around. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
The past few months have been pretty busy post Toy 
Run. which was a great success for everyone involved 
by the way. Thanks to all of you who came. We have 
been working on getting 'on line' (see below) and 
trying to work out the State Goverrunent's intentions 
regarding the Gorge Road (more on that next issue). 
Fiona Scott our Membership Officer has unfortunately 
resigned so all membership queries for the time being 
will go through me. Our thanks and appreciation go 
out to Fiona for her contribution to the organisation 
while she was with us. 

WEB SITE 
The MRA is currently in the process of establishing its 
own website. This is being sponsored by the Adelaide 
company SE Net. The website address will be: 
.. bttp://www.mrasa.asn.au... The webmaster for the 
site is MRA member Adrian 'Baja' Bums who has 
designed the site and provided the MRA Committee 
with advice needed to get it going. 

The website is up and rWIDing and receiving hits even 
though we haven't done much about announcing the 
site. Queries regarding the website may be made to 
Adrian by email: webmaster@mrasa.asn.au and 
Adrian will attempt to respond as quickly as possible. 
Please note, however, that enquiries regarding 
problems on connecting to the internet should generally 
be addressed to your Internet Service Provider (ISP). 

The MRA may now be contacted bye-mail on 
"mrasa@senet.com.au". We will shortly have 
separate addresses for President, Membership, 
Centrestand, Toy Run etc which we will tell you about 
as they are created. 

The Website includes separate pages of information 
regarding membership, events, stock sales, road safety 
research information, member feedback and links to 
other sites of interest to members. Centrestand will be 
provided on line and will include links to information 
pages referencing Centrestand articles. Where further 
information on articles is provided, such as original 
documentation or reports, a location will be provided in 
the hard copy Centrestand and a link will be provided 
on line. We will also be trialling a members only 
section. More to come. 

We are ambitious about the site and would like it to be 
member friendly so any comments and suggestions you 
may have would be welcome. Bear with us through our 
setup and our teething problems, any delays and enjoy 
the new communications. Check our telephone 
message which will tell you when the Web Page is 
active. 

Stay Upright, Harald 

enet 
5 X 2Mb Links 
930 DIGITAL ISDN lines 

• Satellite link direct from USA to SE Net 
• K56 v90 (FLEX) digital modems NOW 
• Adelaide metro coverage 
• Local Service & Support - no 1900 support calls 
• 5 MB Free personal Web page space. 
• $40 annual admin fee, $1 per hr@ < 56k (flex) 

Vvith minimum initial purchase of 60 hrs or 
monthly accounts at better than $1 per hour rates. 

• Local Quake Servers, KALI server, Nevv'S Server 

Team Fortress, Pain Keep and Rocket Arena Quake Servers 

B "The 
Motorcyleo People" 

Kawasaki 
Motorcycles 

NEW &USED 

o BELL TOWER CENTRE 
UNIT 5 & 6, 340 SOUTH ROAD 

RICHMOND SA 5033 

8234 2050 
FAX: 8234 9292 

(GIl) Geo Bolton Ii Ass«iaIts Ply. LId. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT
 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 1112/98 - 25/1199 

OPENING BALANCE $ 3 619.02 

INCOME: 
Membership 596.00 
Sale Of Stock 14.00 
Centrestand Advertising 750.00 
1998 Toy Run Site Payments 800.00 
1998 Toy Run Proceeds 8774.40 
Toy Run Tinsel Sales 65.00 

$ 13 599.40 
EXPENDITURE 
Aust Post Dec Centrestand 201.85 
June Centrestand Printing 994.00 
Centrestand Expenses 18.98 
M'ship Expenses 36.95 
Secretariat Expenses 9.25 
Stock Purchases 595.00 
Australia Post 68.23 
BankSA-Returned Cheque' 300.00 
Telstra Charges 176.83 
AMP Insurance 370.69 
NAB Merchant Fee 22.48 
Bank Fees 18.86 
Toy Run 
Expenses 477.51 
Cool Room 290.00 
Drinks Stock 3748.95 

$ 9 929.58 

CLOSING BALANCE: $ 7 288.84 

IAN MARLOW TREASURER 25/1/99 

TOY RUN SPONSORS 1998 

- WEST END. HEATS
 

TOY RUN REPORT
 
The first Toy Run meeting was held on the 15th of 
February, but only Harald and I tumed up so we 
had a couple of drinks and went home. It was the 
shortest meeting I have ever been to, I wish they 
were all that short. 

The next meeting was supposed to be on the 15th 
od March, but both Harald and I have to attend 
another meeting, so the meeting will now be held 
on Monday April 19th. 

If you want to be involved in organising or helping 
out in this year's run, please come along. We need 
about 8 people on the committee. 

Positions to be taken up are Toy Run Coordinator 
and positions of responsibility for Marshals, 
Sponsorship, Publicity, Quartermaster, Catering, 
Entertainment, Council Liaison, and Site 
Coordinator. The Society of St Vincent de Paul 
provides a contact for liaison with themselves. 

Last year's run was our most successful with over 
12,000 on the run. There were a few problems 
with car parking as a few people in cars would not 
take any notice of the SES who were there to make 
sure that there was safe parking. They also had a 
few problems at the entrance to the oval with bikes 
not following instructions. Hopefully these 
problems will be fixed this year. 

If you missed out on a 1998 (20th) Toy Run Badge 
because we ran out then ring Paul Morgan on 
(08) 8395 7137 to order one. We had another 100 
printed for those who missed out. The demand 
was so great that badges put aside for committee 
members, pending payment, were also sold. 

Paul Morgan Toy Run Co-ordinator 

~EDI.'NE
 
MOTORCYCLE EXHAUST SYSTEMS
 

Replica and Aftermarket Systems for all me.kes and models
 
Custom. Classic, Race, Molocross,Vintage and Veteran
 

Repairs and Rebuilds to any Motorcycle Exhaust
 

• TUBE AND PIPE BENDING • ALLOY WELDING 
• STAINLESS BENDING & WELDING 

• GENERAL FABRICATION WORK 

4 Ferry Avenue, Melrose Park 

TELEPHONE: (08) 82770311
 
A/H: 8387 1854
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THE REVEREND RITES 
Motorcyclists are a bunch of snobby bastards, or at 
least some of them are. I remember when (here he 
goes, pathetic isn't it, all this "I remember the good 
01' days" crap) motorcyclists used to nod or wave 
to each other. A significant reminder of our 
common bond, ourove of motorcycles. Sure, 
BMW riders are usually reluctant, waving only if 
they see that you were also pal1ial to teutonic flat 
twins (and I don't mean the Schmidt sisters). 

So what does this say about the motorcycling 
scene? I think it shows a diluting of the common 
bond, the camaraderie that we once seemed to 
have. As motorcyclists we exist, to some degree, 
in a sub culture. We are different to those who 
haven't seen the light as yet and still drive cars. 
This difference used to set us ap311 and in so doing 
unite us. For some reason we don't have that any 
more. maybe because we aren't seen as being 
"bad" any more, due to the public awareness given 
by things such as the Toy Run. maybe because 
motorcycling has become commercial, a sellable 
commodity, as seen in the upsurge in Harley sales 
over the past ten years. Whatever the reason, it is 

In the heart of the city! 

(08) 821 2 1494
 
. 221 Franklin St, Adelaide City 

I ~I @illl~ -----_. ~	 ~ 

Franklin 8t.....	 ~ 

_ Iii	 I~ 

There's a New Look at
 

Walden Miller Leather
 
Racewear and SportinRARParel
 

Quality Australian Made
 
•	 Ladies and Mens Jackets, 

Pants and Vests. 
•	 Touring Suits 
•	 Race Suits 
•	 Made to Measure
 

a specialty.
 
•	 Several NEW styles. 

Check us out on the web at 
www.waldenmiller.com.3u 

or visit our friendly staff at
 
87 Unley Rd. Parkside. SA. 5063
 

PH: 08 8272 7655
 
FAX:08 8272 1935
 

something that is happening and something that we 
should do something about. 

So what can I do about it, you say, with a helpless 
shrug of the shoulders (to quote Rowan Atkinson)? 
Well, how about nodding? When you see another 
rider, nod to them. If they don't nod back, well, it 
doesn't matter, because maybe the will remember 
the gesture and nod to someone else. Soon, there 
will be a nodding frenzy and we'll live happily 
ever after ......... .It's ok, I've had my medicine now 
and I'm back to reality. Seriously though, if we 
begin to acknowledge each other and we are proud 
of our lifestyle, perhaps we can rtegain our sense of 
belonging to a strong and thriving sub-culture. In 
the end, to quote a very tired cliche, "United we 
stand, divided we fall. If we don't do something 
now, then our sub culture will go the way of the 
Velocette. Extinction 

Ride safe. The Rev (Ken Whitelock) 

(This BMW rider nods 10 everyone on molorised two wheels 
and invariably gels responses from mosl riders bUI finds 
himself ignored by riders who aren 'I used 10 Ihe cuslom and 
Harley riders wearing rough rider gear. Ed) 
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FAMOUS BIKERS NO 3
 
T.E. Lawrence (of Arabia) 
Although remembered as a motorcyclist of historical 
importance in some circles, this is an aspect of the man which 
biographers tend to miss out on or to gloss over. There is 
little information of when he started to ride and plenty of 
information on the fact that he was riding when he had his 
fatal accident. 

Lawrence was a hero of WWI, an archaeologist and an expert 
in Arab culture and affairs. On a nwnber of occasions he 
successfully led United Arab forces in campaigns in support 
of the British Army against the Turks, waged an effective 
guerilla war in the desert against the Turks and was trusted 
and lionised by the Arabs with whom he dealt. 

After the war, having the respect of all parties, he was 
instrumental in representing both the British and the Arabs in 
the quest for peace in Arabia and worked for self 
determination for the Arabs in their own countries. 

His public stature was heroic, but the private man was very 
much an outsider. From an early age he was most happy 
doing things alone, like a cycling tour on his own through 
France as a young man. At University he was considered a 
bit of a weirdo by his peers and later as an officer in the army 
(which he joined as an expert in Arab Affairs, not through 
Sandhurst) he outraged his fellow officers by his disregard for 
rank and disrespect for authority. 

He enjoyed being a man apart and in shocking those around 
him with his dress and behaviour. He continually refused to 
dress in complete uniform and willingly took on Arab 
clothing when in the desert and often at G.H.Q. He fostered 
closer relationships with the Arabs than his compatriots 
thought suitable. By 1914, in Cairo, it was typical of him that 
his favourite mode of transport was "riding the biggest and 
noisiest motor-cycle he couldfind " 

Lawrence never married, finding most relationships difficult 
to enter into let alone sustain. His homosexuality, in fact his 
sexuality was deeply suppressed all his life surfacing 
occasionally in bouts of depression and self mutilation. 

After the War, and after withdrawing from public life and 
attention, Lawrence joined first the British Army and then the 
RAF as a private soldier (having previously attained the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Army). This move enabled him 
to shed the responsibilities of command and for looking after 
himself and enabled him to become, for a time, relatively 
anonymous. 

It was in this period of his life from 1923 to his death in 1935 
that he was able to fully explore his relationship with the 
motorised two wheeled conveyances. He met George Brough 
and convinced him to allow him to test his new machines, for 
which he was able to purchase them at a generous price. For 
the next 10 years he would ride seven new Brough Superior 
machines which he would coax to their limits of 100 mph and 
beyond. 

His riding was a means of escape from his self imposed exile 
in the ranks, the "loathsome" army life and the rootlessness 
of his life. "When my mood gels 100 hot, 1pull out my 
motor-bike and hurl it at top speed through these unfit roads 
for hour after hour. My nerves are jaded and gone near 
dead so thaI nothing less than voluntary danger will prick 
them into life." He used his riding as a safety valve, to stop 
him from going over the edge. 

He was a daring rather than reckless rider, stretching his skill, 
his machine and the road to the utter limits. Aware that a 
motorcycle rider is compelled to take a higher proportion of 
risk on the road than a car driver does he was compelled to 
note to George Brough that "1 might yet break my neck on a 
BS." He was known to his fellow soldiers as 'Broughy 
Shaw', Shaw being the name he took on as a Private. He is 
remembered by them more for his expertise with his bikes 
than as a war hero. His exploits included 250 mile dashes 
around the countryside collecting fresh farm produce for his 
barracks comrades whose palates were jaded by the army 
mess and racing low flying aircraft along the byways. 

In 1929 he was given a new Brough Superior by Mr and Mrs 
Bernard Shaw. "It's a heavenly bike" he wrote "It goes like 
smoke and is smooth as milk to ride." On another occasion 
he noted "It goes like stink and is altogether a marvellous 
machine". He called all of his bikes 'Boanerges', a biblical 
reference meaning 'sons of thunder'. The first time that he 
tested Boanerges NO.3 to the limit he broke the speedometer 
after it did two complete revolutions somewhere above 
100mph. 

Lawrence denied being a habitual racer. In his own words, 
"It's usually my satisfaction to purr along gently about 
60mph drinking in the air and the general view. 1 lose detail 
even at such moderate speeds but gain comprehension. 
When 1 open out a little more 1feel the earth moulding 
herselfunder me. It is me piling up this hill, hollowing this 
valley, stretching out this level place. Almost the earth 
comes alive, heaving and tossing on each side like a sea. 
That's a thing that the slow coach will never feel. It is the 
reward ofspeed. J could write you pages on the lustfulness 
ofmoving swiftly. " 

The playwright GB Shaw used Lawrence as a model for a 
character called Napoleon Alexander Trotsky Meek in his 
play 'Too Good To be True'. Meek enters the play astride a 
'powerful and very imperfectly silenced motor bicycle. ' 

Lawrence enjoyed taking his friends along on his high speed 
forays and an occasions this included Mrs GB Shaw and 
Lady Astor although this was probably more so in the early 
20s when he was using a sidecar (when without lodgings he 
would sleep in it). Mischieviously, with people he didn't 
know well, particularly with barracks comrades who 
accompanied him on his jaunts, he would use their reactions 
to his ridi ng to confirm his assessment of their character. 

His final bike was an SS 100 Brough Superior, known to be 
the fastest motor cycle of its day, one in which the engine 
design far exceeded the brakes and handling. 

(continued on page 9) .=;> 
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OCHRE'S TOY RUN ADVENTURE
 
Dad was up early and having breakfast, which he 
never does unless - Toy Run Day. I had a drink, 
but how are we going to go? You broke Suzi. 

Oh Well, better 
get everything 
ready, my lid 
and jacket - we 
had to go to the 
shop two times 
to get it right. 
Don't forget the 
toys! Youcan 
give the others, 
but I want to 
give the model 
ofMICK'S 
BIKE. 

Then Kym and 
Prue came on 

Ochre and Dad (Sean McPherson) the Duke and 
at Glenelg - Toy Run 1998 

we went 
outside to the bike. I said to Dad that it's not his 
bike! It's a Honda, it does not look like Mick's 
though, but it's easier to get onto. 

Then we went to Glenelg and parked the bikes and 
had a drink and look around. I had to go to the 
toilet and Dad took me. 

We saw T.e. and some guys from Atajura helped 
Dad fix my lid. Then we had a talk with Mr and 
Mrs Dix. They are nice people. 

Then bikes started and we got on and started and I 
told the people, r told them that we are helping 
Santa, we are on the Toy Run and I have a model 
of Mick's bike and we are going to ride and wave 
and give lollies out and I told them lots. 

Then we went on the freeway and a blue Bee Em 
drove next to us. Dave and Lyn! They made my 
stickers. Dave went fast but only because we were 
not on Suzi. Then Channel Nine drove next to us 
and I told them that we are on the Toy Run and we 
have presents and I told them! 

We got to the oval and saw Kym and Prue and said 
hello to Michelle from Walden Miller and the guys 

at Bike City and Honda Shop. Someone gave me 
half a hot dog, Dad had a beer, we gave our 
presents to the nice people of St. Vincent de Paul. 

We walked around for a bit, lots of people said 
hello because of my new jacket. Dad fixed up his 
N1RA membership and everyone said hello again. 

Then it started to rain, so Dad decided to go. I got 
wet, but I am going to smell real cool when I get 
home. We rode with some other guys and I told 
everyone on the way home, that we went on the 
Toy Run and we gave our toys and now we are 
going home. 

We got home and dad took my jacket off and put 
me out to have my tea and I told Jedda about the 
Toy Run and then I sucked on my blankie. Maybe 
next year I will get to ride near Santa. .,. 

}/ 

Ochre, Sean and Suzi 

Ochre the Dog 

continued from page 8 - Famous Bikers No.3 
On May 13th 1935 while on a ride he swerved to avoid two 
boys on bicycles who were hidden from him through a 
combination of a passing vehicle and a dip in the road. He 
and the bike crashed heavily and he sustained serious head 
injuries of which he died 6 days later. 

Inspection of the bike after the crash showed that it was 
jammed in second gear. Lawrence, cool headedly reacting to 
the siruation, would have attempted to change down for an 
emergency stop and may have over rewed the engine and 
gear box causing the gears to jam. This would have 
guaranteed a crash in the circumstances. 

We leave him with the last word 
"In speed we hurl ourselves beyond the body 
Our bodies cannot scale the heavens except in afume of 
petrol. 
Bones. Blood Flesh All pressed inward together. " 

Harald Lindemann (ref~rences available on request) 
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Avuncular Tales by Uncle Pervie 
It's strange just how one becomes involved in activities which 
eventually take on the appearance of a compulsion. I never 
intended to become permanently entwined in the various 
aspects of motorcycle affairs such as I am now. It was just 
sometime in the late 1960's that I'd see a regular 
advertisement in the Green Horror. 

I suppose I must explain that nickname for Australian 
Motorcycle News; when I first started reading it in my late 
teens it was printed on very cheap newsprint, which was a 
horrible pale green colour. Hence the title that it rightly 
earned from the motorcyclists of the day. 

The advertisement that I became fascinated by would leap out 
of the page screaming something like: " Do you want to be 
still riding motorcycles in ten years time?" My first reaction 
to the question was "Ken Oath!" and that was as far as it 
went. However, after seeing it many times I started to take 
more notice of the smaller print under the attention grabbing 
question, which was a plea to join an organisation devoted to 
protecting the rights of motorcycle riders, and the name of 
this organisation was the Federation of Australian 
Motorcyclists, commonly called by the acronym FAM. 
(Much easier to say than MRA, and no I'm afraid that Mister 
A is definitely not an acceptable pronunciation!) 

So it was that one day I sent off the required sum to the 
address in the advertisement and after a short time I received 
in the mail a newsletter and a triangular badge and sticker. 
I'd inadvertantly entered the diabolical dimension of 
motorcycle politics! 

When I moved to Canberra in 1973 as required by my career 
with the Defence Department, I discovered a very active 
group of FAM members there who were very nearly all 
employed by the Department of Transport. The meetings of 
FAMACT were held at the headquarters of the St John 
Ambulance Service, a building which contained a large 
meeting hall, the walls of which were draped in the banners 
and shields of the medieval knights of the Hospitallers, who 
were a very bad bunch indeed, heavily into burning, pillaging 
and raping! Just the place to hold a meeting of motorcyclists! 

In the late 70's the MRA formed a branch in the ACT and 
most of us joined it and carried on the defence of 
motorcylists' rights as well as conducting many social 
functions such as rallies, demonstrations, public displays and 
toy runs, which were activities that were lacking in 
FAMACT. 

Upon rettll11ing to Adelaide in 1981, the first thing that I did 
(after getting off the bike that is!) was to hunt up and join the 
local branches of FAM and MRA. Eventually the FAM was 
absorbed into the local MRA by mutual agreement that it was 
to remove the puplication of effort and have one voice for all 
motorcyclists. 

And that is the situation that I'm in at the present, after many 
years of being in groups devoted to the defence of my right to 
ride a motorcycle I find that it is still necessary to be a 

member of such a group. I don't find it necessary to be a 
member of a group designed to protect my right to drive a 
car, nor do I need to be in a bus riders' association (BRA !). 
So why is it necessary just for motorcycles? 

The recent spate of road accidents led to a lot of very 
ignorant comments from people who should know better, 
after all they're always telling the rest of us just how expert 
they are! But the one thing that they never mentioned was 
that perhaps the applicants for a drivers' licence should have 
to go through the same level of training that applicants for a 
motorcycle licence must do! In other words increase the skill 
levels of the average driver on the roads! 

The discussion about the traffic congestion on TV one night 
led to an official comment that more people should use public 
transport or ride push bikes. Now the specific use of "push 
bikes" in this comment was no accident. Use of the word 
"bike" may have led to some confusion and many viewers 
may have thought of motorcycles. This would have been 
quite contrary to most actions by all governments over the 
years who have never stated their policy on motorcycling in 
this country, but have always acted against the interests of 
motorcycling, so they would have no wish to promote it. 

The situation for all motorcyclists in this country is that of 
permanent hostility from the authorities who want all 
motorcycles off the roads and are always looking to find 
some additional encumbrance to put in the way of safe and 
sensible riders. If the politicians were honest enough to 
admit this, they could give us a date after which all 
motorcycle licences will cease, and then we would know 
where we were and could get on with enjoying our riding! 

If the first ever motorcycle were just invented, there's no 
doubt in my mind that it would never be allowed on the roads 
by the present authorities in this country! In the meantime, if 
you wish to keep riding on then you'd better support a group 
that is devoted to protecting your right to ride and I don't see 
any other group around that is prepared to do this other than 
the MRA. 

The MRA has always put forward sane and well thought out 
arguments for improving the safety of motorcycling to the 
authorities, but the authorities often prefer to listen to other 
less experienced pressure groups, who incidentally don't have 
the higher level of licence that is required by all of us 
motorcyclists. Most of the time these arguments are being 
presented to people who have never ridden a motorcycle let 
alone passed the necessary courses to get the licence! 

So what's the conclusion to draw from all this? For myself 
it's the need to be a member of a group like the MRA that's 
concerned for the rights of all motorcyclists, because without 
such a group the future of motorcycling in this country would 
be very bleak. As for those riders who aren't members, well 
they certainly get the benefit of the successes that we have, 
however, they would soon find out just how different things 
would be without our efforts. The question that got me into 
this is still valid: Do you want to be still riding motorcycles in 
ten years time? 

My answer is still the same. 
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LETTERS
 
IS THE TOY RUN BECOMING SELECTIVE? 
Dear Harald 
A friend of mine (an Adelaide MRA member) came up 
to me quite annoyed, because he had brought with him 
to the Adelaide Toy Run a first time rider to show him 
how great the Toy Run is. They decided to get to 
Glenelg really early to ensure they could get 
somewhere near the front to avoid his bike overheating, 
as there were less stops and starts up near the front. 

They waited eagerly for the Run to start only to find 
they were sent way back behind the "Ulysses, the HOG 
Riders & The Sidecars". It may look impressive with 
all these clubs leading the Toy Run, but what about 
those keen individuals on the Kwakas, Suzys and 
YalTU11ies and what about the old chook chasers and 
scooters. So what if they are 50cc or 1500cc, we all 
make up the Toy Run. I thought the idea was about 
attracting bikes not selecting them. He is now 
apprehensive about going this year. 

1 haven't been able to make the last couple of runs and 
like my friend my bike overheats with too much 
stopping and starting. So if it is becoming selective, 
then perhaps I too will have to reconsider. 

Bill Eales 

(The order for the start ofthe Toy Run is always, the Police 
escort, Santa, MRA marshals, a group ofchairs, a selected 
club and evefyone else. The marshals are up front to help 
cOnlrolthe speed ofthe Run and the chairs are next to stop 
speedfreaks and other idiots sliding through to get close to 
Santa. Traditionally a different club each year is selected by 
invitation or from those which ask or to 'lead' the Run Past 
clubs have been the Levis club, the Harley o...mers Group 
and the BMW club. Other times we have arranged on the 
day to be led by classic bikes, small bikes and bikes with 
chairs. 

Who leads the Toy Run is not the preserve ofanyone group 
and not necessarily exclusive. The arrangements are such 
for fhe safety ofthe parficipanls and to make the spectacle 
inferesting to onlookers Everybody wants to be up front and 
many will try to ensure this by pushing in beforehand or after 
the Run has begun or by speeding past those in front ofthem. 
For safety's sake we try to control the beginning ofthe Run 
and request that everyone takes note ofmarshal's 
instructions We know that you'll do what the police say. 

Appreciate that with the large numbers ofbikes startingfrom 
Glenelg not everyone can be personally accommodated The 
/999 Toy Run Commillee will consider your comments in the 
interests of improving organisation at the Bay for ourselves 
and participants. Hint We are always looking for interested 
people to assist on the Commillee and on the day. 

Ed) 

TOY RUN TIME LINE 
Dear Sir 
Congratulations to the MRA and their organisation 
committee for another excellent Toy Run last 13th 
December. 

I was puzzled by the 1998 Toy Run badge which bore 
the figure '20th'. I thought I had ridden in the first Toy 
Run in 1979. I have enclosed a photo taken in 1979 at 
Woodside Oval. The number of bikes on the run were 
sufficient to form two lines each about the length of the 
cricket pitch in the nimble of the oval and the toys were 
collected on a tarpaulin spread out on the grass. 

I rode with my brother on a pair of Ducati parallel 
twins, a 500 Desmo and a 350 - surprisingly both 
machines lasted there and back. 

On the 1989 Toy Run I bought a red badge with the 
figure' 10th on the bear's chest, this supports my 
chronology. So which is it? Can someone enlighten 
me? 

Trevor Jones Member No 469 

(The first Toy Run was in 1979. Jfyou count on, this 
makes the 1988 Toy Run the 10th and the 1998 Toy 
Run the 20th. The 1989 bear got it wrong by wearing 
his anniversary jumper a year late and has over the 
years been suitably chastised. He also thinks that the 
year 2000 is the start ofthe new millennium. Ed) 

MOTHER'S DAY POKER RUN 
SUNDAY 9th MAY
 

Leaving from Povey Motors
 
140A Tolley Road, St. Agnes
 

10.30am sharp
 

Bring your Mum or meet her for lunch at the
 
Kersbrook Tavern. Phone David Povey on
 

8265 5388 for more details.
 
Non-members welcome.
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Country Enquiries Welcome - Tax Exempt 
WHEEL BUILDIN6, Rlr,IJS g SPOKE$ 

•	 CHAIN$ & SPROCKETS
 
BRAKIiPADS
 

•	 B. TTERIE9 
•	 ATVTYRE$ 

CR£fl!f!!2J2 mtPo 
~~lii!!IrI 

AVeN tlIlid¥i.1m 
~IIIDIiES1UIIE I.AELLI 

* SUZUKI
 
VI TOR
 

MOTORCYCLES
 
AUTHORISED DEALERSHIPS 

YOUR CITY'
 
ALTERNATIVE 

8552 3601
 
Fox 8552 8233
 

14 AdGloide R.d' l Victor Harbor
 

.-cKawasaki
 

If you love your 
. classic or touring 

bike, we've got the 
•msurance. 

Shan nons Classic Insurance 
has been insuring the 
motorcycle enthusiast since 
1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a 
very competitive price. 

•	 Agreed value means agreed value. If the 
car is a total loss you will receive the full 
sum insured. 

•	 You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 

•	 Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 
•	 In the event of total loss of the vehicle 

you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

•	 No blame excess. 
•	 Laid up cover for vehicles being restored 

or repaired. 

Ring for a free quote today! 
Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callen ToU Free: 
New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 1800 653 996 All States 
Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
lnlernet UIUIW.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@ipa.x.com.au SHAN 68 

MA(SA) NOTICE
 
Anyone wanting information regarding dates of 1999 competition fixtures in SA for 1998 should contact
 

Motorcycling Australia (SA) , 251 The Parade, Beulah Park or on
 
(08) 8332 9000 ph. (08) 8332 9100 fax
 

for a free copy of the 1998 Fixtures SA Brochure
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AMCREPORT Peter Mount 

Licensing and Testing Review 
A Joint Parliamentary Committee has been established to 
inquire into all aspects of transport safety in South Australia. 
Its first task, which commenced late last year and should be 
completed by the end of March, is an investigation of dri ver 
training and testing as a part of the assessment process. 

rvrRA(SA) presented both a written and verbal submission to 
the Committee on the basis that, as the majority of crashes 
involving motorcycles and other vehicles can be attributed to 
the drivers of the other vehicles, the safety of motorcycl ists is 
largely dependent upon the attitude, behaviour, awaren~ss 

and level of skill of other road users. 

Motorcyclists therefore have a vested interest in the 
proficiency of our state's driving populace, and are keen to 
playa role in the broad scale improvement of driver training. 
It is also signifIcantly relevant that perhaps 90% of 
motorcyclists drive cars and hence have a dual perspective 
from which to consider problems on the road, and that recent 
U.K. research unequivocally supports what riders have long 
believed - that motorcyclists make better car drivers in all 
facets of the expertise required. 

The submission did not include any comment on rider 
training except when it could be used in an analogous context 
due to its imminent outsourcing and concomitant review of 
the program. The following is a brief summary of the main 
points presented by the MRA. 

Learner Training 
Notwithstanding the benefits deriving from the introduction 
of the logbook system of training, inherent deficienci~s still 
exist in the criteria which learner drivers must meet to obtain 
their licence. These include management of the vehicle in 
high speed or country zones; vehicle control in wet weather 
and on unpaved roads; night driving; hazard perception; crash 
avoidance; fatigue management; basic vehicle maintenance; 
an understanding of different vehicle designs and 
management systems and their effect on control on both 
paved and unpaved roads (power steering and brakes, ABS 
brakes, traction control, engine placement - front/midJrear, 
driven wheels - front/rear/all, centre of gravity - re rollover 
potential, etc); an understanding of the limitations of other 
vehicles under various conditions - braking performance of 
buses and trucks, traction reduction of motorcycles on wet 
roads, etc; an active awareness of road user groups other than 
their own, particularly unprotected road users such as cyclists 
and motorcyclists; courtesy; attitude and behaviour. 

Advanced Training 
This is not racetrack training, but training in techniques 
aimed at maximising one's capacity to stay alive and keep 
others alive, and at improving one's interaction with the road 
environment. Many of the skills and much of the knowledge 
currently obtained here should be provided at the elementary 
level. Nevertheless, there is a place for advanced training, for 
novice drivers need to acquire a degree of proficiency before 
progressing to higher levels of competency. 

Elderly Training 
Elderly people are generally over-represented in crash 
statistics. A higher appreciation by transport authorities and 
road users of the physical and cognitive limitations imposed 
by age is required, without the solution reducing their 
mobility on the road, for the elderly often have a greater need 
in this regard than many other road users. The solution might 
lie in assisting them maintain their road skills as long as 
possible by providing them with refresher road theory and 
practical courses encompassing a broad spectrum of 
information and greater sensitivity to the tension the elderly 
feel during retesting. 

Youth Training 
Most children will become road users, and therefore should 
be adequately prepared prior to licence age, rather than 
having to absorb everything about vehicle management and 
road laws during the course of a few weeks. Road safety 
education should be introduced into the formal school 
curricula, commencing in primary school and increasing in 
depth and complexity as the children progress towards 
licensing age. Although a long-term strategy, this should 
effect a paradigmatic shift in behaviour, attitude, knowledge 
and awareness. 

Incentives 
Consideration should be given to incentive schemes aimed at 
improving skill levels, such as reducing third party premiums 
or licence fees, free rider training courses for car drivers 
(mandatory for Volvo drivers), and so forth. 

Licence Endorsements 
At present there is no requirement for car drivers to 
demonstrate any proficiency or knowledge in towing trailers 
and caravans, driving an automatic or manual vehicle, or 
using a 4-wheeJ drive. Bearing in mind practicallirnitations, 
these areas could be covered during the initialleaming phase 
or at a later stage with appropriate licence endorsements. 

Eyesight 
Current eyesight requirements appear to be minimalist (6/20 
vision in one eye). Riders consider this liberal approach 
could contribute to their crash risk (and that of other road 
users) through drivers literally not seeing them or not seeing 
them well enough to identify what and where they are in time 
to take preventative action. 

First Aid 
The introduction of a basic first aid course as a prerequisite to 
obtaining a licence could save the lives of many people 
involved in road crashes. 

Road Laws 
Road laws alter periodically, yet there is no formal 
mechanism by which road users may be appraised of these 
changes. People presently rely mainly on media coverage, 
which usually deals only with major changes and is no 
guarantee in itself that every rider and driver has been 
informed. The problem can be overcome by an annual 
preparation of all state and national changes to road laws 
which would be mailed to vehicle owners with registration 
papers and to licensees upon renewal of their driving licence. 
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RlVERLAND RUN by David Povey 

Childhood Cancer Riverland Run 20 Feb. 1999 

When I arrived at the Victor Richardson Gates of the 
Adelaide Oval at 8.30 am there were already about 20 bikes 
waiting. When we left at 10.00 am there were about 120. 

In spite of some minor communication problems with traffic 
control our police escort, led by Tony Grigg, got us out of the 
city very well. At our first stop at Kapunda there were more 
bikes waiting for us so Michelle and Sally were kept busy 
selling badges. 

Our police officers had some paperwork to do after a local 
resident tried to aircondition the main street. Imagine an air 
conditioner unit sliding down the road at 60 kph - could be a 
health hazard' 

On to Eudunda where we slowed down to let us all catch up 
and on to Morgan, the Volvo breakdown vehicle has its only 
"patient" during this leg of the run as an unlucky rider picked 
up a nail in his back lyre. It goes to prove the value of having 
a rescue vehicle on the run. Thanks again to Michelle and 
Sally and to Harald for giving the stranded rider a lift into 
Renmark. At Morgan there were over a hundred bikes 
waiting for us from all over the place, the Riverland, the 
Mallee, Mildura, Broken Hill and many places in between' 

After a quick bite to eat, a drink, nature call etc. and more 
badge sales, top up the tank and we are heading off to 
Renmark. During this leg the run spread out over 6 
kilometres and in fact beyond police radio range. It would 
help if riders would try to keep up, as we were only doing 
110 kph at the front, although I would have liked to have 
gone a bit faster it was safer to have a blue flashing in front of 
me rather than behind me! 

We arrived at Renmark's Industrial Park on time at 14.45 
hours in time to regroup for the parade into town, the police 
led us in with sirens wailing and lights flashing. It was very 
pleasing to see how many people turned out to welcome us 
into Renmark, almost like the Toy Run! 

At the oval we set up the MRA tent and enjoyed good sales 
of MRA merchandise and raffle tickets, $432.00 in fact. The 
concert started at about 7.00 pm and was excellent. The 
artists get better with age. The evening was brought to a 
climax with an excellent fireworks display, claimed to be the 
best ever seen in the Ri veri and! 

On Sunday a regatta was staged in front of the Renmark Club 
and Pub with all sorts of interesting things for the boaties, but 
most of the motorcyclists headed for home. I am told that the 
Regatta will be bigger and better next year. 

The overall success of this event is clearly measured by the 
amount of money made for the Childhood cancer 
Association. We cleared over $40,000! This is a significant 
amount and enough to make an enormous difference to the 
families of children with cancer. The MRA can take pride in 
having contributed in a major way to this cause. 

RALLY ROUNDUP
 

MRA Great Escape Rally 
24 - 25 April 

Site signposted 3km south of Marrabell20km 
north of Kapunda 
Fully catered at reasonable prices (inc. doughnuts) 
Toilets, water, wood, gymkhana, Trophies 
No glass, no cars, no dogs 
$10 prepaid -$12 late ($10 for MRA members) 
Enquiries to : (08) 8262 2150 
Cheques to: The Great Escape Rally 

GPO Box 1895 
Adelaide SA 5001 

I - 2 May Swagman Rally at Bower SA 
$12 early - $15 on the day. 
Fully catered, gymkhana, rally awards. 
Enquiries to : 
Rhino (08) 85402229, Roger (08) 8541 2835 
Cheques payable to: 
Swagman Rally Inc 
PO Box 90 
Morgan SA 5320 

29 - 30 May Wanbi Pub Run 
At the Wanbi Pub 120km from Murray Bridge up 
the Karoonda/ Loxton Road 
$11 prepaid - $15 on the day 
Fully catered by the pub, Badge, spit roast dinner, 
cooked Sunday breakfast. camping behind the pub. 
Enquiries to : 
Tony (08) 8298 7762 mobile 0412 602 272 
Cheques payable to: 
Wanbi Pub Run 
PO Box 74, Parkholme SA 5043 

ADVANCE NOTICE
 
PUT IT IN YOUR RALLY DIARIES
 

Radiata Rally 
17 - 18 July 

At the new site: Mac Park in Mount Gambier 
Fully Catered, Good camping area 
Provided by the MRA SA South East Register 
Enquiries to Alan Masters (08) 8735 6109 
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REGISTER LIAISON REPORT
 
The Xmas season saw much activity in the South East,
 
as well as the Toy Run there was the Xmas party at Bill
 
& Vicki's place, as well as a poker run, which attracted
 
ten bikes.
 

The next meeting will be at Nelson on 28 March, then
 
at Umpherston Cave on 18 April at 12 noon for lunch,
 
with the meeting to follow. The 20 May meeting will
 
be a Thursday night counter meal at the Hayvvood's
 
Hotel in Penola.
 

The only downer was that James Masters came off his
 
bike on the way home from the Toy Run in Adelaide
 
which resulted in a nasty knee injury, so we hope he's
 
alright and back on the bike again.
 

The Mid North Register members have had a quiet time
 
since Xmas but no doubt things will start to liven up as
 
the year goes on.
 
That's all for now.
 

Leslie Dicker (Uncle Pervie to you!) 

SOUTH EAST REGISTER REPORT
 
The Register has had a far more active year in 1998. 
We also saw an increase in memberships. 

We have been holding our meetings at various 
locations, from Hotel counter meals, BBQs at different 
members homes and picnic areas, weekend campovers 
at Frank and Ellens (Frances) and the Southend 
Camping ground. Our November meeting was 
followed by a Poker Run, which we felt was quite 
successful. 

Most of our members are back on bikes again now, 
which is great as it was beginning to resemble more of 
a car club there for a while. 

We have attended a lot more rallies this past year and 
hope to do even more in 1999. 

It's been sad over the past couple of years to see so 
many of our favourite rallies close down. I remember 
my first rally was the "Croweater" back in 1985. I 
didn't know what to expect, I couldn't believe how so 
many bikes (approx 800) could all gather in one place 
and there be absolutely no agro. 

What about Pa,rilla, most people know of and have 
probably been to Parilla at least once. That's one rally 
we always made an extra effort to support. It was a 
real nostalgic weekend there last year knowing it was 
the last. I think a great big thank you to Bob and 
Margaret Stanton, Tom Griffin and to all the others 

who were involved in any way putting that rally on. It 
really will be missed. Another is the well known Puma 
Rally, also enjoyed by many over its 20 years running. 
Its sad to see them go. But let's not forget there are 
quite a lot of new rallies starting up. 

We went up to Pinnaroo to the new PMT Route 12 
Rally last September put on by the Pinnaroo 
Motorcycle Tourers. It was a real credit to them for 
there first rally. They have a good site, plenty of wood 
and catering was excellent, all you could eat for $5, 
there was barbeque meats and salads, huge roasts with 
vegies and heaps more. They had great trophies and 
badges. Hovvever, there was one thing missing they 
said, and that was, there was not one member there to 
represent the MR.A Main Branch. They felt that after 
the effort they put into the 1997 Toy Run where they 
had to use a truck to move all the toys, that maybe 
someone from Main Branch would have supported 
them. 

SOUTH EAST REGISTER TOY RUN 1998 

Our South East Toy Run was a great success again last 
year. We had about 68 bikes and many of these carried 
pillions. We had a great ute load of toys and although 
selling the barby very cheap, we even made a little 
from it. It has become quite a recognised event every 
year now, 1999 will be our 10th. 

Other than our meetings, our next main event is our 
Radiata Rally, which will be held on 9-11 July 1999. 
Weare bending over backwards trying to think of ways 
to attract more people. Like most rallies the numbers 
have declined. What is it that people are looking for? 
Is it gymkhanas, sites, catering, entertainment or what? 
To keep our rally going we need your support, so why 
not come along this year, because those who do always 
enjoy themselves. We always have a great raffle, heaps 
of trophies lots of fun. Put it on your rally calendar this 
year and give it a try. Hope to see you there. 

Vicki Eales 

PAGE 17 



MRA CENTRESTAND MARCH 1999 

RIVERLAND RUN by David Povey 

Childhood Cancer Riverland Run 20 Feb. 1999 

When I arrived at the Victor Richardson Gates of the 
Adelaide Oval at 8.30 am there were already about 20 bikes 
waiting. When we left at 10.00 am there were about 120. 

In spite of some minor communication problems with traffic 
control our police escort, led by Tony Grigg, got us out of the 
city very well. At our first stop at Kapunda there were more 
bikes waiting for us so Michelle and Sally were kept busy 
selling badges. 

Our police officers had some paperwork to do after a local 
resident tried to aircondition the main street. Imagine an air 
conditioner unit sliding down the road at 60 kph - could be a 
health hazard! 

On to Eudunda where we slowed down to let us all catch up 
and on to Morgan, the Volvo breakdown vehicle has its only 
"patient" during this leg of the run as an unlucky rider picked 
up a nail in his back tyre. It goes to prove the value of having 
a rescue vehicle on the run. Thanks again to Michelle and 
Sally and to Harald for giving the stranded rider a lift into 
Renmark. At Morgan there were over a hundred bikes 
waiting for us from all over the place, the Riverland, the 
Mallee, Mildura, Broken Hill and many places in between' 

After a quick bite to eat, a drink, nature call etc. and more 
badge sales, top up the tank and we are heading off to 
Renmark. During this leg the run spread out over 6 
kilometres and in fact beyond police radio range. It would 
help if riders would try to keep up, as we were only doing 
110 kph at the front, although I would have liked to have 
gone a bit faster it was safer to have a blue flashing in front of 
me rather than behind me! 

We arrived at Renmark's Industrial Park on time at 14.45 
hours in time to regroup for the parade into town, the police 
led us in with sirens wailing and lights flashing. It was very 
pleasing to see how many people turned out to welcome us 
into Renmark, almost like the Toy Run! 

At the oval we set up the MRA tent and enjoyed good sales 
of MRA merchandise and raffle tickets, $432.00 in fact. The 
concert started at about 7.00 pm and was excellent. Th:: 
artists get better with age. The evening was brought to a 
climax with an excellent fireworks display, claimed to be the 
best ever seen in the Riverland! 

On Sunday a regatta was staged in front of the Renmark Club 
and Pub with all sorts of interesting things for the boaties, but 
most of the motorcyclists headed for home. I am told that the 
Regatta will be bigger and better next year. 

The overall Sl,lccess of this event is clearly measured by the 
amount of money made for the Childhood cancer 
Association. We cleared over $40,000! This is a significant 
amount and enough to make an enormous difference to the 
families of children with cancer. The MRA can take pride in 
having contributed in a major way to this cause. 

RALLY ROUNDUP
 

MRA Great Escape Rally 
24 - 25 April 

Site signposted 3km south of Marrabel/20km 
north of Kapunda 
Fully catered at reasonable prices (inc. doughnuts) 
Toilets, water, wood, gymkhana, Trophies 
No glass, no cars, no dogs 
$10 prepaid -$12 late ($10 for MRA members) 
Enquiries to : (08) 8262 2150 
Cheques to: The Great Escape Rally 

GPO Box 1895 
Adelaide SA 5001 

1 - 2 May Swagman Rally at Bower SA 
$12 early - $15 on the day. 
Fully catered, gymkhana, rally awards. 
Enquiries to : 
Rhino (08) 8540 2229, Roger (08) 8541 2835 
Cheques payable to: 
Swagman Rally Inc 
PO Box 90 
Morgan SA 5320 

29 - 30 May Wanbi Pub Run 
At the Wanbi Pub 120km from Murray Bridge up 
the Karoonda/ Loxton Road 
$11 prepaid - $15 on the day 
Fully catered by the pub, Badge, spit roast dinner, 
cooked Sunday breakfast. camping behind the pub. 
Enquiries to : 
Tony (08) 8298 7762 mobile 0412 602 272 
Cheques payable to: 
Wanbi Pub Run 
PO Box 74, Parkholme SA 5043 

ADVANCE NOTICE
 
PUT IT IN YOUR RALLY DIARIES
 

Radiata Rally 
17 - 18 July 

At the new site: Mac Park in Mount Gambier 
Fully Catered, Good camping area 
Provided by the MRA SA South East Register 
Enquiries to Alan Masters (08) 8735 6109 
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REGISTER LIAISON REPORT
 
The Xmas season saw much activity in the South East,
 
as well as the Toy Run there was the Xmas party at Bill
 
& Vicki's place, as well as a poker run, which attracted
 
ten bikes.
 

The next meeting will be at Nelson on 28 March. then
 
at Umpherston Cave on 18 April at 12 noon for lunch,
 
with the meeting to follow. The 20 May meeting will
 
be a Thursday night counter meal at the Haywood's
 
Hotel in Penola.
 

The only downer was that James Masters came off his
 
bike on the way home from the Toy Run in Adelaide
 
which resulted in a nasty knee injury, so we hope he's
 
alright and back on the bike again.
 

The Mid North Register members have had a quiet time
 
since Xmas but no doubt things will start to liven up as
 
the year goes on.
 
That's all for now.
 

Leslie Dicker (Uncle Pervie to you!) 

SOUTH EAST REGISTER REPORT
 
The Register has had a far more active year in 1998. 
We also saw an increase in memberships. 

We have been holding our meetings at various 
locations, from Hotel counter meals, BBQs at different 
members homes and picnic areas, weekend campovers 
at Frank and Ellens (Frances) and the Southend 
Camping ground. Our November meeting was 
followed by a Poker Run, which we felt was quite 
successful. 

Most of our members are back on bikes again now, 
which is great as it was beginning to resemble more of 
a car club there for a while. 

We have attended a lot more rallies this past year and 
hope to do even more in 1999. 

It's been sad over the past couple of years to see so 
many of our favourite rallies close down. I remember 
my first rally was the "Croweater" back in 1985. I 
didn't know what to expect, I couldn't believe how so 
many bikes (approx 800) could all gather in one place 
and there be absolutely no agro. 

What about Parilla, most people know of and have 
probably been to Parilla at least once. That's one rally 
we always made an extra effort to support. It was a 
real nostalgic weekend there last year knowing it was 
the last. I think a great big thank you to Bob and 
Margaret Stanton, Tom Griffin and to all the others 

"vho were involved in any way putting that rally on. It 
really will be missed. Another is the well known Puma 
Rally, also enjoyed by many over its 20 years n.mn..ing. 
Its sad to see them go. But let's not forget there are 
quite a lot of new rallies starting up. 

We went up to Pinnaroo to the new PMT Route 12 
Rally last September put on by the Pinnaroo 
Motorcycle Tourers. It was a real credit to them for 
there first rally. They have a good site, plenty of wood 
and catering was excellent, all you could eat for $5, 
there was barbeque meats and salads, huge roasts with 
vegies and heaps more. They had great trophies and 
badges. However, there was one thing missing they 
said, and that was, there was not one member there to 
represent the MRA Main Branch. They felt that after 
the effort they put into the 1997 Toy Run where they 
had to use a truck to move all the toys, that maybe 
someone from Main Branch would have supported 
them. 

SOUTH EAST REGISTER TOY RUN 1998 

Our South East Toy Run was a great success again last 
year. We had about 68 bikes and many of these carried 
pillions. We had a great ute load of toys and although 
selling the barby very cheap, we even made a little 
from it. It has become quite a recognised event every 
year now, 1999 will be our 10th. 

Other than our meetings, our next main event is our 
Radiata Rally, which will be held on 9-11 July 1999. 
Weare bending over backwards trying to think of ways 
to attract more people. Like most rallies the numbers 
have declined. What is it that people are looking for? 
Is it gymkhanas, sites, catering, entertainment or what? 
To keep our rally going we need your support, so why 
not come along this year, because those who do always 
enjoy themselves. We always have a great raffle, heaps 
of trophies lots of fun. Put it on your rally calendar this 
year and give it a try. Hope to see you there. 

Vicki Eales 
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TO TRIKE IS TO BIKE
 
The December issue of Centrestand invited 
comment about the situation regarding the 
registration of contemporary trikes which seem to 
be more cars than bikes and Martin Dunne gave us 
some information and told us his story 

Martin had been a biker all his life until a 
construction accident left him a high-level 
paraplegic. For ten years he didn't ride and he 
missed the bikes, the people and the lifestyle. So 
he decided to buy a Harley 

Davidson trike to give him 
more mobility and to get 
back into bikes. The trike 
however, did not allow 
him the independence he 
needed. He still had to 
have help to get onto the 
bike and to attach his 
wheelchair to the back of 
the Harley. 

He now rides a trike from 
OZ Trikes Australia in 
Gosford. The trike is provided with the type of 
hand controls and accessibility which he needed. 
As he says; 

"1 have had my trike since 26/3/98 and have done 
over 7 000 km. On its first ride 1 rode from 
Gosford to Adelaide in two days in total comfort. 1 
still love it more after every ride than the day 
before and wish 1 had one years ago. They are 
great touring vehicles. At 100 kph you can talk to 
your passengers without yelling and your 
passengers get a great ride as they don't lean or 
tip, just sit flat. Great suspension for comfort and 
the passenger has the best view in the house". 

Some technical information: 
Trikes are registered as three wheeled vehicles and 
there are two main groups of compliance plates; 
those under 450 kilograms are in the motorcycle 
class and those over 450 kilograms are in the three 
wheeled class. Most trikes until recently have 
required engineering certificates. 

In SA until 1 November 1998 a car licence was 
needed for all trikes. This has changed to a 
requirement for a full R class or Restricted R class 

for motor trikes only. Driver and passengers have 
to wear seat belts and are not required to wear 
helmets. 

For those interested the OZ Trike comes with a 
1600cc VW (50HP) engine, pollution control 
system, 42 litre tank, VW rear axle, weighs in at 
575 kg dry and offers optional accessories such as 
tow bar, top box and crash bars and as Martin says, 
"They are built with real PRIDE". 

And the cost? 
The standard rig 
will set you 
back $27 900. 
Martin's 
particular set up 
is valued at 
$34 000 but you 
can get a start 
up kit made up 
of frame, fork, 
axle, links, 
brackets, cables, 
bearings, pedals, 
wiring, switches 

etc for $9500 BYO engine, wheels and rego. 
Call Johann Kastnar on (02) 4324 8377. 

Anyone wishing to talk trikes is welcome to call 
Martin on (08) 8556 2725 or write to PO Box 97 , 
Willunga, SA 5172. 

r---.....;;.---~----~----""l"!'"IfI!gJ~ 

ANNOUNCING
 
NATIONAL NANNA'S DAY ™
 

Sunday July 25 1999
 

A national synchronised motorcycle ride in all
 
capital cities to recognise the role and contribution
 
of grandmothers in society. The run will include
 

delivering Nanna's Pies to older people in
 
hospitals, nursing homes etc. Funds raised for the
 

Smith Family.
 

Free BBQ after the run.
 

If interested contact Andrew Decker ­

ph: (03) 9867 2522 or fax: (03) 9867 2498
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Thursday 20 th 
South East Register General Meeting "PICK YOUR Saturday 24 - Sunday 25 
Haywoods Hotel Evening Countery 

GREAT ESCAPE RALLYDATE" 
Thursday 27 th Marrabel SAMotorcycle Riders Mid North Register General Meeting 
GulnareFor details see page 16Association of S. A. 
Monday 31 st 
General Meeting 7:30 pm 

Calender of Forthcoming 
Monday 26 thEvents: April - June '99 

"The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. Social Sips 8:00 pm 

APRIL JUNE"The GOY"Port Rd Hindmarsh. 

Tuesday 6th Tuesday 8 thMAY 
48's Meeting 7:30 pm 48's Meeting 7:30 pm Tuesday 4 th 
Flagstaff Hotel Franklin St City. Flagstaff Hotel Franklin St City. 48's Meeting 7:30 pm 

Sunday 18 th Flagstaff Hotel Franklin St City. Monday 14 th 
South East Register General Meeting Committee Meeting 7:30 pm 
Umpherston Caves 12 noon lunch Sunday 9 th "The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. 

Mothers Day Poker Run
Monday 19 th Monday 21 st 

For details see page IIToy Run Meeting 7:30 pm Toy Run Meeting 7:30 pm 
"The GOY" POI1 Rd Hindmarsh. "The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. 

Monday 10 th 
Monday 12 th Committee Meeting 7:30 pm Thursday 24 th 
Committee Meeting 7:30 pm "The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. Mid North Register Meeting 
"The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh Hoyleton

Monday 17 th 
Thursday 22 nd Toy Run Meeting 7:30 pm Monday 28 th 
Mid North Register General Meeting "The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. Social Sips 8:00 pm 
Port Germein "The GOY" Port Rd Hindmarsh. 

L...-- _1998 WORLD ROAD RACING ROUND UP. II 
WORLD SOOCC CHAMPIONSHIP SUPERBIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
 

Dates Grand Prix Circuit Dates Race Circuit 
April 18 Malaysia Sepang * March 28 South Africa Kyalami 
April 25 Japan Twin Ring Molegi April 18 Australia Philip Island * 
May 9 Spain Jerez de la Frontera * May 2 Great Britain Donington * 
May 23 France Paul Ricard May 16 Spain Albacete 
June 6 Italy Mugello May 30 Italy Monza 
June 20 Catalunya Catalunya June 13 Germany Nurburgring * 
June 26 Netherlands Assen * June 27 San Marino Misano 
July 4 Great Britain Donington Park * July 11 USA Laguna Seca 
July 18 Germany Sachsenring August 29 Europe Brands Hatch * 
August 8 Reserve Date August 29 Austria A I Ring 
August 22 Czech Rep. Brno September 5 Netherlands Assen * 
September 5 San Marino to be announced September 26 to be announced 
September 19 Com. Valenciana Valencia * October 10 Japan Sugo 
October 3 Australia Philip Island * 
October 10 South Africa Welkom * 
October 24 Rio Jacarepagua * ....---------------------,

DON'T FORGET TO SET THEOctobel 31 Argentma Buenos AIres 

VIDEO! 
* Circuits subject to homologation by FIM 
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COMPULSORY THIRD PARTY 
INSURANCE AMENDMENTS 
The following is a summary of amendments to CTP 
Insurance laws in South Australia provided to the tv1RA by 
the Motor Accident Commission. These are amendments to 
the laws covered by the Motor Vehicles Act 1959 and the 
Wrongs Act 1936. The full amendments can be found in the 
Statutes Amendment (Motor Accidents) Act 1998. A copy of 
the Act can be accessed on http://www.austlii.edu.au which 
contains copies of all current Australian legislation. 

Quoted from the Motor Accident Commission: 
'The amendments have a particular focus on promoting 
"road safety" responsibility. For example, provisions within 
Clause 13(b) only become relevant following a failure to 
exercise the required care. If the required care is exercised 
then the accident may be less likely to occur in the first place, 
and if it does the scale of injury and suffering could be 
reduced." 

A brochure of these amendments was sent out to all SA 
households late last year. The amendments became effective 
in law on October 29 1998. 

Clause 5 
~ a change to the defmition for "arising out of the use of a 

motor vehicle". 
Clause 12 
~ linking of CTP medical services to the WorkCover rates 

and the ability to challenge over servicing and 
overcharging. 

Clause 13(a) 
~ damages for loss of future earning capacity limited to a 

maximum of $2 million. 
Clause 13(b) 
~ a driver's claim will be reduced by 50% on account of a 

blood alcohol reading where the driver's blood alcohol 
reading is 0.15% or greater, or by 25% where the reading 
is less than 0.15%, but 0.08% or more. 

~	 the claim of a person (16 years or older) who travels as a 
voluntary passenger, who is or ought to be aware that the 
driver has been drinking, shall be reduced by 50% where 
the blood alcohol reading was 0.15% or greater, or by 
25% where the reading is less than 0.15% but 0.08% or 
more. 

~	 the failure of a person (16 years or older) to wear a seat 
belt will result in a reduction of the claim by 25%. 

~	 The failure of a person (16 years or older) to wear a 
helmet will result in a reduction of the claim by 25%, 
where there is a causal connection between that failure 
and the injury. 

~	 the claim of a person (16 years or older) who fails to 
travel, when it is reasonable to do so, in the passenger 
compartment of a vehicle shall have the claim reduced by 
25%. 

Comment: 
Clause 13(a) 
$2 million is what the average wage-earner might expect over 
the duration of their employment if they retire at the usual 
age. This might be OK, even better than might be expected, 
for some, but grossly unfair to those who might be doing 
rather well. Although it could be argued that those people 
should not need more than $2m, such an argument would 
lack weight because the payment would be for loss of future 
earning capacity not what the average employee would earn 
or what a person should be able to get by on. 

It's not unreasonable to put a cap on payouts for damages, not 
only because there is a limited pool from which they can be 
drawn, but because, in the interests of social equity, CTP 
premiums must be within the reach of all those for whom 
motor vehicle ownership is attainable. The cap should 
simply be higher than the lowest common denominator. 

To keep the figure in perspective, it's not a lot when it has to 
last up to 50 years and accommodate inflation over that time. 

Clause 13(b) 
Is a passenger, and a 16-year-old at that, with (presumably) 
no objective experience of the effects of alcohol, really 
supposed to be able to judge whether the driver has a blood 
alcohol content (BAC) of 0.08% or 0.15%? The government 
had no end of trouble arguing that hotel staff should be able 
to determine a person's legal degree of sobriety just by 
looking at them and should therefore be held liable for that 
person's capacity to drive. If hotel staff thought it unreas­
onable to expect them to accurately judge a person's BAC, 
then what draconian, self-serving, profit-based rationale 
could justify the same of a person barely in their mid-teens? 

Sure, the insurance companies want to reduce their payouts 
and maximise their gains, and sure, we don't want premiums 
to go through the roof, and sure, we don't want people on the 
road who are going to kill and maim our loved ones, but why 
slug the victims? They're already hurting. And who, or 
what, are the nameless ones to determine the kind of 
relationship that exists between driver and passenger, or the 
circumstances, that might give the passenger no choice but to 
travel in the vehicle? 

If those who would control our destiny are genuine in their 
protestations of concern for the welfare of the people and of 
their desire to reduce alcohol-related road trauma, then how 
about giving the OK to the personal and hotel breath testers 
that are currently available instead of denying approval 
because they are only indicative rather than precise? If that 
demands too much objective realignment, what about 
ploughing some of the revenue from BAC fmes into R&D 
to provide a reliable and cheap testing device? 

Keep the responsibility where it belongs, and help people to 
be responsible. This sort of legislation is a farcical, 
iniquitous cop-out. 

Peter Mount 
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l?UPt,£T l?/~£ 

TfZAIL£fZ.5 

{?7ui/t on a {?7udgel for 'four {?7udgef. 

Qualit'f Melal Lonslrut:.lion 

Leaf Spring SW5pen5ion.
 
fO~ Allo'f rim:; with T'fre:;.
 

'? Standard Model:; Available.
 
Trailer Aue:;Mrie:; avaiLJb/e.
 

AiM Lul5tom BUilt to 'four need:;.
 
Lul5fom Tow Bar:; made and fitted.
 

50 mm Car type ball or ,?(,O It C.ycle Coupling.
 

uJnta~t Lefty on WorK Shop 
(OS) S(, ~ 151(, Lou of> B-iKe6 Ii- B-it6 

~ 'forK fl.4 24 Parham Sf 
PI Pirie SA 7740 (OS) S(, ~ 24/1 

FIVE FAaS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT OUR SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVERS. 
Huge pattern ~ Custom llt - Blip 

" . Washable" 
~ 

Protects you 
and your seat 

ne.e.. tte. • Saddle Saver -WIterprool 
protection • Go GkMw bIDdlebar coven - easy to UIe 

• Untversal Covers ­ toweDInglDd ~ 
genuine sheepeIdn ,;..1..~ 

Full man order senrice available for 
lIheepsldn and woollen producta. 
Contact: Andmr KJllen, 
Good Wool Store, 
49 Queen Street, Berry. NSW 2636. 
Ph. 02 44M Dl. Fax. 02 44M 3344. 
www.shoel.net.auI..goodwool 

PITMANS
 
FOR NEW & PRE-OWNED BMW
 

& YAMAHA MOTORCYCLES
 

FOR ALL YOUR YAMAHA AND BMW NEEDS 

SALES & SERVICE SPARE PARTS
 
CLUB DISCOUNTS APPLY
 

420 MAIN NORTH ROAD BLAIR ATHOL 

8349 7599
 
FAX: 83497800 

TOY RUN KEYRINGS 
$4.50 

(Includes p05tago) 

'Shown ama'a., U\an ,ctual.lU" 

Keyrings are made of rubber. Colours are 
red bike and helmet, brown bear, grey base. 

On the reverse is the MRA Freepost number, 
so if you lose your keys and they are dropped 
into a postbox, the will be returned to our 
GPO Box. 

ORDER NOW 
Send orders to: MRA Slack, GPO Box 1895
 

Adelaide 5001 or Phone 8262 2150. Fax 83957138
 

1998 TOY RUN BADGES 
Now Available 

If you missed out on a badge, we have 
ordered an extra 100. So place your 

order now. Only $8.50 includes postage. 
Bankcard. Visa. Mastercard available 
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BEING SHADOWED
 

• Manufactured in Adelaide 
• Designed for Strength and Space 
• High Speed Rating Tyres 
• Lightweight (only 65kg) and Aerodynamic 
• Fully Independent Adjustable Underslung Coil and Damper Suspension 
• High Stability 
• Drawbar Stand 
• Aluminium One-Piece Wheels 
• Key Lockable 
• Dust and \Vater Resistant 
• 600 Litre Capacity Approximately 
• 1000mm Wide X 1665mm Long X 850mm High 
• Any Gel Coat Colour or Colour Matching Available 
• Try Before You Buy - Trailers Available for Hire 
• Arguably the Best Trailer in Australia 

Specifications subject to change without notice. 

SHADOW TRAILERS
 
18 WILTON AVENUE, SOMERTON PARK, SA 5044 

PH 8298 73 82 OR 014 787 4424 


